THE MOHAMMEDAN HAGIOLOGY         231
duties are the lighting of the lamp on Thursdays and the re-
ception of pilgrims. Sometimes the office is hereditary, and
may be in the line of the wely's own family. In any case it
is profitable, for the servant has a share in the vowed sacri-
fices and other votive offerings. Well known to Syrian
folk-lore is the story satirizing the holders of this office, as
well as the easy manufacture of new saints. The servant
of a popular shrine sent his attendant off to seek his fort-
une with a few provisions and a donkey. The young man
lost his way, his food gave out, his donkey died and was
buried in the sand. While he was lamenting, the leader of
a passing caravan demanded the cause of his grief. " It is
that I have no means wherewithal to build a tomb over the
grave of a great saint that I have just discovered/' Much
moved, the caravan leader left a generous gift. Thus en-
couraged, the youth repeated his tale with such substantial
results that he was enabled to erect a handsome shrine.
Many years after, to this wely, now become rich and fa-
mous, travelled the former master, who, unexpectedly rec-
ognizing his old servant, begged for the truth as to the
origin of this mysterious saint. Under seal of confidence
this was revealed. " But/' added the servant of the new
shrine, "confidence for confidence, tell me now, O master,
what was the origin of the saint at thy shrine?" The old
sheikh stroked his beard for a moment, and then answered:
" Wullahl It was the father of thy donkey!"
The term wely is used not only for the dead saint, but
for his place of burial or commemoration. Like the Chris-
tian monasteries, the Moslem shrines often dominate the
landscape. Some of them with a reputation as wide as the
Moslem world attract pilgrims from distant lands. Some
radiate their influence over a limited area, where, indeed, they
are supreme. When encamped near the shrine of the Falftjy,
in southern Palestine, I found that my local workmen, who
thought little of forswearing themselves by the Almighty,
would tell the truth if conjured by the Falftjy. In case of
theft, suspects were cross-examined at his shrine as it was
believed he would cause to spit blood those who denied their
guilt. For the welies are considered as persons still living,

